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through the House, reverberating, like some
bizarre accompaniment to the Prime Minister's
speech.

Mr. Chamberlain said the following, as the
House, hushed, hung on every word, hung on
every word as if it were a stanchion: "We were in
close consultation with the French Government
and we felt that the intensified action which the
Germans were making in Poland allowed of no
delay in making our position clear. Accordingly
we decided to send our Ambassador in Berlin in-
structions which he handed at 9 a.m. to-day to Herr
von Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister.
Unless the German Government were prepared
to give His Majesty's Government satisfactory
assurances that the German Government had
suspended all aggressive action, and would with-
draw its troops, His Majesty's Government would
fulfil without hesitation its obligations to Poland.

"This communication was made more than
twenty-four hours ago. No reply has been
received. I have the honour accordingly to inform
you that unless, not later than u a.m., British
summer time to-day, September 3, satisfactory
assurances have been given by the German
Government, and have reached His Majesty's
Government in London, a state of war will exist
as between the two countries from that hour."
Chamberlain went on: "No such undertaking